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Title 42

Skateboards / Skateboarding

An ordinance to prohibit skate boarding in and on all public streets,
lanes, alleys, ways, sidewalks, and places, including privately owned
places open to the public, except such places that are specifically
authorized by the Town Council; Making it unlawful for parents to
knowingly permit juveniles to repeatedly violate the provisions of the
ordinance, and providing penalties therefore.

BE IT HEREBY enacted by the Town Council of the Town of
Felton, a majority therefore concurring duly met that:

Section 1 - Definitions
^

JUVENILE - Any person below the age of eighteen years.

PUBLIC PLACE - Any place which is open available to public use,
occupation, passage, or traffic, whether owned by a public or private
entity, and including all streets, lanes, alleys, sidewalks, parking lots,
plazas, basketball courts, playgrounds and school yards. In addition to
its ordinary meaning, "public place" shall also include the Town's
benches, plaques, memorials, steps and railings.

SKATEBOARD - A relatively flat piece of wood, metal, fiberglass or
other material, usually ranging from 4 to 18 inches in width and from 12
to 36 inches in length, to which wheels are attached for the purpose of
skateboarding. The term "skateboard" shall not include roller skates or
in-line skates ("roller blades") which consist of shoes or boots to which
wheels are attached for skating.

SKATEBOARDING - The act of pushing, propelling or riding a
skateboard.

Section 2 - Skateboarding prohibited. It shall be unlawful for
any person to skateboard in, on or over any public place in the Town of
Felton, except as provided in Section 3 of this ordinance.



Section 3 - Council may designate places where skateboarding is
permitted. Anything in this ordinance to the contrary notwithstanding,
the Town Council, may, by resolution, designate specific places and/or
specific days and times when skateboarding will be permitted, provided
that:

a) The Council shall, at the written request of the legal
owner/possessor of any public place, designate such place
as a place where skateboarding shall be permitted for such
days and times as so requested in writing by the
owner/possessor thereof, unless the Town Council
specifically determines that, under the circumstances, the
public place so requested presents such a potential risk to
other members of the public and/or skateboarders as to
warrant denial of such request.

b) The Council shall not, without written consent of the legal
owner/possessor of any public place designate such place as
a place where skateboarding shall be permitted.

Section 4 - Enforcement Penalties

a) First Offense: WARNING - Any person observed by any
police officer to be violating this ordinance shall be issued a
written warning. If such person is a juvenile, a copy of such
written warning shall be delivered or mailed to such
juvenile's parent(s) or lawful guardian(s) at their last known
residence.

b) Second and Subsequent Violations - Any person having
previously been issued a written warning under Section 4 (a)
who is observed violating this ordinance a second
subsequent time shall, upon conviction, forfeit and pay a
fine of not less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00, plus
court costs and Victim's Compensation Fund Assessment, if
applicable.

If such person is a juvenile, a copy of the charges shall be delivered
or mailed to such juvenile's parent(s) or lawful guardian(s) at their
last known address.

Section 5 - Parental Responsibility. It shall be unlawful
for any parent or other person having legal custody of a juvenile
("legal guardian") to knowingly permit, or by inefficient control, to
allow such juvenile to repeatedly violate this ordinance. The term
"knowingly" includes knowledge that a parent or legal guardian
should reasonably be expected to have concerning the activities of



a juvenile in that parent's / guardian's custody. This requirement
is intended to hold a neglectful or careless parent or guardian up
to a reasonable community standard of parental responsibility
through an objective test. It shall, therefore, be no defense that a
parent or guardian was completely indifferent to the activities or
conduct of such juvenile.

Thus, where any juvenile shall be found guilty by a court of
competent jurisdiction of violating this ordinance a third or
subsequent time (counting the first offense warning provided for in
Section 4 (a) as a "first offense"), such parent/guardian shall be
charged with knowingly permitting the juvenile's unlawful conduct
in violation of this ordinance and shall, upon conviction, pay a civil
penalty of not less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00 plus court
costs and Victim Compensation Assessment, if applicable.

Section 6. Separability- If any section, paragraph, clause,
sentence, or provision of this ordinance is hereafter determined or
declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid,
unconstitutional, or otherwise unenforceable, the remainder hereof
shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 7. Effective Date - This ordinance shall take effect
seven (7) days following the posting of the complete text of this
ordinance at the Town Hall and in three other public places in the
Town.

This shall certify that this is a true and correct copy of the
ordinance fully adopted by Town Council of the Town of Felton at a
regular meeting on November 12th, 2001.

Atte
Date Mayor

The title, synopsis and effective date of this ordinance was posted
at the Felton Town Hall, Felton Post Office, Felton Railroad Station
and the Felton Bank.

Effective Da/tei/EJ^mber 10th, 2001

CERTIFIED^



SYNOPSIS

This ordinance prohibits skateboarding in all public places
(including privately owned property open to the public) in the Town of
Felton except such places, dates, and/or times specifically authorized by
resolution of the Town Council of the Town of Felton. Enforcement
provisions include a written warning for the first offense, as well as fines
ranging from $25.00 to $100.00 for second and subsequent offenses.
Where juveniles (persons under the age of eighteen) are convicted of third
or subsequent offenses (counting the "first warning" violation as a first
offense), their parent/guardians can be charged with knowingly
permitting the juvenile's repeated violation of the ordinance which, upon
conviction may subject the parent/guardian to a fine of not less than
$25.00 nor more than $100.00 plus court costs and Victim
Compensation Fund Assessment.

This shall certify that this is a true and correct copy of this ordinance
duly adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Felton on November
12th, 2001.

ATTEST:
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Town Clerk LJ Mayor
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EFFECTIVE DATE: December 10th, 2001


